2nd Episode: On plans and policies on the disaster management in the Kingdom and also the strategies
BBS now brings you the second in the series of programs on GLOF, the Glacial Lake Outburst Floods. In today’s edition you can hear about the plans and policies, strategies to prevent GLOF. You can also hear about likely impacts in case of GLOF in future. 

Music fades in and out

Welcome to the programme Topical Tuesday. This is Sonam Tshering with the second programme in the series on GLOF. Last week you heard about the geography of Bhutan, vulnerability of our country to GLOF and past experiences of GLOF in Bhutan. 

Today, let’s find out about plans and policies on the disaster management in the Kingdom. We will also hear about the strategies and likely impact incase of GLOF. Stay with me….

Music fades in and out

NARR: The risks posed by GLOF have received very little attention amongst government and the people. The reason being that GLOF is a pretty recent phenomenon in the country. 

As a result, the need for a holistic GLOF risk reduction and preparedness strategy for these infrequent though, but highly devastating and potentially catastrophic disasters has not crystallized. 

But now the government has realized the need for such preparedness plan and policies. It established the disaster management division a few years ago. This division was recently upgraded to a full fledged department.

I spoke to the head of the disaster management division Karma Doma Tshering. She described Disaster Management Department as only the coordinating agency. She said the department will coordinate the plans and act as central agency but the main preparations will be left to the people and community. This is because people are the first to be affected in case of a disaster. 

Up sound … Karma Doma Tshering

NARR: Since its establishment the division has come up with various plans and strategies on the issue.  It includes the draft Disaster Management Bill and National Contingency Plan.  I talked to some of the officials from the department.  

Up sounds… Officials 

NARR: Officials said the draft community based mitigation plan will be finalized only after discussion with the communities. 

Music fades in and out. 

You are listening to the program on GLOF. Stay with me…. You can now listen to the likely impact in case of GLOF in Bhutan. 

Music fades in and out

Although Bhutan did experience GLOF in the past, there are no documented records showing its impacts. However, an analysis of socio-economic impact and risk mitigation of GLOF events in Bhutan published by UNDP Bhutan did mention about the destruction caused by GLOF in the past. The report revealed that first outburst of Tarina Tsho located in Western Lunana in 1950 destroyed parts of the Punakha Dzong. In 1968, floods in the same area washed away several houses including an ancient temple and Wangdue Bridge. Twelve people died in the flood. The most recent GLOF in 1994 caused by partial outburst of Lugge Tsho located in Eastern Lunana led to loss of 21 lives and substantial damage to property downstream. It also caused extensive damage to historic Puna Dewa-Chenpoi Phodrang. Experts say that the impact would be much greater in the future. I caught up with some officials in the Department of Geology and Mines. 

Up sounds….. 

NARR: He also said that with increase in the population density and more settlements downstream of the Glacier Lake fed rivers, huge damage could be expected incase of GLOF in future in the country.  

Music fades in and out

Sign out 

Thank you for listening – next week same time you can hear about a case study on GLOF in Bhutan and the role of UN Development Porgram. Keep Listening.  
