3rd Episode: on the community based mitigation measure
 With Global Climate Change, impacts are inevitable and Bhutan is no exception. 

Beginning today BBS will bring you a series of programs on Glacial Lake Outburst Floods or GLOF and some of the mitigation measures. 

In today’s program we will look at Community based mitigation as one of the most effective ways. 

Music fades in and fades out

NARR: Welcome to Topical Tuesday. This is Sonam Tshering with the program. This is the third in the series of GLOF program.

In recent days disasters like GLOF or Glacial Lake Outburst Floods are being discussed at several forums and caught the attention of the general population. This comes in the wake of potential dangers posed by GLOF especially in a country like ours – which is home to many glacial lakes. Experts have warned that some of these lakes in the northern region are potentially dangerous. This has heightened concern among various stakeholders and discussions are being held to look into mitigation measures both in terms of destruction and loss of lives downstream. One of the strongest recommendations thus far has been the involvement of communities. 

Music… 

Today we will hear about why community based mitigation measure is important in managing disasters particularly incase of Glacier Lake Outburst Floods, GLOF. 

Music fades in and out

Community based mitigation measures especially incase of GLOF is considered to be one of the effective ways to minimize loss of lives and property. Such measures are in place in other neighboring countries including Nepal and India.  Their experience has been that community based mitigation measures were successful. I caught up with some of the experts and asked them why such approach proved essential.   

Up sounds……  Experts

If the community is not very aware and proactive things won’t happen, no policy can be translated into action without the participation of the people. So ultimately whatever you plan what ever you do you have to have the response of the people who are likely to be affected all stake holders.

And if you do that and educate the people in the community and give them the correct information, any kind of disaster preparedness can be successful. 

Therefore it is important to train the community in search and rescue, first aid and various other things, so that they know what has to done incase of an emergency. So that is the reason why it needs to be decentralized. 

NARR: Any kind of disaster preparedness can help to implement plans and activities and central relief can be coordinated effectively. Experts said such preparedness can help to respond promptly and efficiently.  I also spoke to some of the community people on the issue. 

Up sounds of People from Community. 

NARR: The Disaster Management Department is also looking at ways to involve community in preparing or mitigating in case of disasters like GLOF

Up sounds… Officials from Disaster Management Department. 

NARR: Communities need to be involved and they must be aware of measures. In case of the disaster like GLOF they are the ones to be affected the most. Its is there emphasized that communities based mitigation measures be put in place to help mitigate the affects in case of a GLOF. 

Music fades in and out 

Sign out

Thank you for listening. Next Tuesday, we will hear about role of media in disaster management. Until then good bye. 

Music fades in and out
