5th Episode: On the case study on GLOF in Bhutan. And the role of UN system in GLOF in Bhutan 

Every Tuesday we have series on disaster management with focus of GLOF. In the 5th and the final edition today Producer Sonam tshering takes a look at a case study on GLOF in Bhutan and also the role of UN system in the country.  

Music fades in and out

Good evening and welcome to Topical Tuesday. This is me Sonam Tshering with the fifth and the final edition on the series of programs on GLOF. Last week we heard about the plans and policies of the government and the likely impacts incase of GLOF in future. 

Today, we will look at a case study on GLOF in Bhutan. Later I will bring you about what UN system has been doing and will do to help mitigate the impact in case of a GLOF. Stay with me. 

Music fades in and fades out

The case study on GLOF is being conducted on Samdingkha in Punakha. The Hazard Zonation map prepared by the Department of Geology and Mines revealed that in the event of a GLOF this area, Samdingkha will be one the first and most affected.  Smadingkha is about 7 kilometers from Khuruthang Town and is under the Toewnag Geog.  

The report the Vagaries of Phochu December 2008 published by UNDP in Bhutan show that there were only three houses in 1994 but today there are thirty houses with a population of about 120 people. 

Another report showed that there are Renewable Natural Resource, Forestry and Agriculture Extension Centers in the village. The geog also has a lower secondary school, a community Primary school, five non-formal Education Centers and Basic Health Unit. The goeg is also connected with a seven kilometer farm road. 

According to the reports villagers of Samdingkha still remember the flood vividly. Despite the threat posed by GLOF people still prefer to live in Samdingkha. I met with some of the residents and asked why they prefer to be here despite the threat. 

Up sounds of people from Samdingkha.  

NARR: I caught up with the local leader of toewang geog on the issue. Gup Touchu said government is aware of the problem. He further elaborates on the issue. 

Up sound of Gup/local leader

NARR: Looking at many government service providers, there were lapses on the part of the government as well. I talked to a senior planning officer of UNDP based in Geneva on how government should develop infrastructure to minimize loss of lives and property.   Dr. Alain Lambert… 

Up sound…. Dr. Alain Lambert

Music fades in and out 

You are listening to the program on GLOF – a case study in Bhutan.  We will hear about the role of United Nations system in Bhutan in GLOF in a while. 

Music 

NARR: Given the fact that Bhutan is highly vulnerable to a GLOF in future, the UN system has initiated various activities especially in the mitigation measures. I talked to a senior planning officer, UNDP Alain Lambert on the issue. 

Up sound…. Alain Lambert.

NARR: I also spoke to the Resident Cordinator of UN system in the Bhutan 

Up sound…. ai RC 

NARR: The UNDP also organized the National Stakeholders Conference, which was held in Wangdue in August and Regional Workshop on GLOF Mitigation Measure in Paro in January 2009.

Music fades and out

Sign out

And that brings us to the end of the five part series on disaster management with focus on Glacial lake Outburst Floods in Bhutan. The series is produced by the Bhutan Broadcasting Service and sponsored by CSE. 

Thank you for tuning in and keep listening.
