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The point, where two villages--Paduee and Madhopur meet, stands testimony to how mismanagement is playing havoc with irrigation in Bundelkhand.
"There is the Ken river flowing in the canal that comes from Manipur branch of the Bariyarpur Dam, some 80 kms from here into Madhya Pradesh, 20 years ago, it used to irrigate 1,500 bighas of the two villages. Now it flows back into the Ken without touching the land of these villages," informs Phool Singh, who owns 25 bighas in Paduee. 
An overhead concrete channel that was barely five-metre-long collapsed about two decades ago and the Irrigation department has not bothered to replace it. The water channel used to flow into the canal that in turn serviced the two villages. Now, a spot survey suggests that the canal that used to lead water to the two villages has been covered with soil over the years and has become a 'pagdandi' (pathway) throught the fields. 
Rajendra Singh, working as a member of a farmers' group, says: "If Rozgaar Yojna (NREGA) was implemented here, it would provide employment to villagers. They can dig up the 'pagdandi' and revive the canal and rebuild the small concrete channel." 
Says Phool Singh,"We used to get three crops when this irrigation system worked. It is agonising to see water going back into the Ken near Madhopur without irrigating our fields, particularly when the rains have been failing year after year." 
Ramashankar Yadav, a resident of Makhanpur village, and teacher at the nearby Chandrapura village primary school, has been spreading awareness about the NREG scheme in the area. "The NREGA can be used effectively in both, drought-proofing and soil conservation, in our village. In fact, it can prove beneficial to ten nearby villages, including ours--all falling in a 'Doaab' area falling between Ken river and Ranj river," he says. By creating bunds, soil erosion can be checked, rain water retained, ponds desilted, check dams built and trees planted to prevent soil erosion as well as give fruits like aonla (Indian gooseberry), Karonda etc, Yadav adds. 
But till now, Makhanpur has no project sanctioned under the NREGA. More than 10 per cent villagers have applied for job cards, which are yet to reach them. They are waiting to get some work as well as use it to drought-proof their village. The situation, in the nine villages, is no different. 
Soil conservation work was carried out some time ago in the villages under Bhumi Sena scheme, but it was done haphazardly and subsequently abandoned. The ten villages badly need soil conservation projects to prevent the ravines from swallowing the land. Scanty rains lead to soil erosion due to its ravenous nature, says Rambaran, a graduate, who too has applied for a job card. 
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