Botched NREGA spurs farmers' movement
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MISMANAGEMENT OF NREGA in drought-hit Bundelkhand is spurring farmers' movement in Banda as well as the rest of the region. Things have gone beyond mere dharna and demonstration. Now movements like 'Chulha Bandi', 'Jan Sunvai', 'Rozgar Haq Abhiyan' or 'Grain Banks' are becoming a norm. 
"Not that the people were not agitated before NREGA implementation began.
They certainly were, but the mismanagement of NREGA rubbed salt into the farmers' wounds," said Sanjay Singh of Parmarth.
According to Pushpendra of Apada Nivaran Manch, "With mismanagement of NREGA it is clear that nothing will be done by the government or the authorities for the people who are suffering from drought. NREGA is just a new and lucrative proposition for officials to fill their pockets. Now farmers know that either they have to succumb to their fate or do something on their own or force the government to do something genuinely for them." 
Jan Sunvai has become the most common campaign by farmers around Bundelkhand. Small ones take place at the level of a cluster of villages, while big ones take place at tehsil or block levels where farmers from the villages of respective tehsils or blocks gather up and share their problems and plan strategies to make the officials sit up and make government sensitive to their problems. The 'Chulha Bandi' idea emerged out of one such Jan Sunvai and is being practiced in Banda. Under this campaign, all households of a village or a cluster of village fix a day in a week/fortnight/month when they will not burn fire in their kitchens. The foodgrains they thus is collected and given to those families who are starving. 
Recently, the villagers from Nahri and Panchampur in Narinee block have launched a campaign to prevent starvation suicides.It is called 'Grain Bank' with Raja Bhaiya of Vidya Dhaam Samiti as its coordinator. Entirely a community initiative, the Grain Bank is where people can donate grains or money to buy grains to be stored in the Grain Bank. Paduee, which had witnessed eight suicides and one failed attempt, is managing families on the verge of starvation through its Grain Bank. 
The area where crops have been failing repeatedly is now breeding farmers' activists—these also include many young educated youth joining the cause of farmers.
Initially, most of these groups were working in isolation and independent of each other. But realising the need of spreading the movement, they became interlinked. Now, under Apada Nivaran Manch many such organisations, in all the seven districts of Bundelkhand, have got interlinked. 
Interestingly, almost all of these small organisations are totally unaided. They function on very little money, with hardly any infrastructure. Whatever money they need to hold events like Jan Sunvai or organising a march or protest, is raised from 'chanda' (petty donations). 
They have been raising issues like non-registration of NREGA job aspirants, job cards, corruption, hunger, starvation, drought, issue of declaration of drought, loans and the commission that bank agents take on loans etc. 
A few months ago, these organisations started attracting attention from Lucknow and Delhi by exposing the situation in their region. So far the movements, isolated or integrated, have been peaceful. "But for how long can you expect the to remain peaceful? It may only be a matter of time that anguished people may take to violence as a means of protest," warned Pradeep Jain 'Aditya', an MLA from Jhansi. 
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