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Pankaj Jaiswal
Banda, February 7
 
IT'S A painful paradox. While villagers continue to migrate to far-off places in search of work, the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) has failed to hold them back. 
One year after it was implemented, the NREGA hardly provides answers to the exodus brought about by successive years of drought and crop failure.
The district, with eight blocks, has an estimated population of 15 lakh.
"According to estimates, at least 80,000 people have migrated in the last three months," says Pushpendra of Apada Nivarak Manch.
And though there is no official data available on migration, the exodus is quite apparent. Several villages of Narainee tehsil—like Makhanpur, Nahri, Bedeha, Gorepurwa, Gudha, Panchampur have witnessed mass exodus in the past couple of months. 
At least 25 families from Panchampur have already migrated to Delhi, Mathura, Gurgaon and other places. Most of those migrating are either landless labourers or farmers with small land holdings. The migration had started last October after the Rabi crop too failed. The canal, coming to this village, is heavily silted and has gone dry, leaving about 300 bighas of land that it serviced fallow. In some cases, the entire family has migrated, while others have left behind elders. 
Raja Bhaiya of Vidya Dham Samiti, Narainee says, "No information was provided when I sought to know from the panchayat, under the Right to Information Act, about the NREGA implementation in this village." Now, he plans to write to the information commissioner. 
"According to the data collected by our volunteers, about 450 residents of Naugawan village have migrated. Similar is the situation in villages like Nedhuwa, Badecha, Narsinghpur, Piyara, Bilharka, Ragoli and Bhatpura," he says. 
Ramroop of Makhanpur, a village in the Doab area of the Ken and Ranj rivers, has migrated to Haryana. When he retuned home on Makar Sankranti, he had said, "Leave alone getting a job under the NREGA, I have not even got the job card that I had applied for. So, I decided to migrate." 
Rambaran, in bitter overtones says, "Expecting anything from the yojna (scheme) will be like living in a fool's paradise. The scheme is less for the unemployed and more for the employed (officials), who are minting money." 
However, district magistrate, Senthil Pandian, says, "Yes, earlier there were a lot of complaints, but now we are implementing the scheme in its true spirit. It definitely has the potential to check forced migration." 

But Pushpendra, an agriculture activist, feels otherwise. He says, "The scheme can not check exodus. Assuming that an individual gets 100 days of work, as guaranteed under the NREGA, he or she would earn only Rs 5,800 annually. How can one think of surviving on such a paltry amount? And so they migrate." 
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