Job guarantee scheme fails to benefit Dalits 
K. Venkateshwarlu 

	They are not given even the mandatory unemployment allowance In this village having a mixed population of Reddys and Backward Classes , it is only the Dalits who do not get work 




  Dalits rue officials' apathy in providing them work 
  They are unaware of unemployment allowance 
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EMPTY PROMISES?: Dalits of Mandli village in Anantapur district looking at their blank job cards. — Photo: K. Venkateswarlu 
MANDLI (Anantapur dt.): A 10-km bumpy ride on a snaky dirt track from Somandepalli mandal headquarters brings you to the Dalit colony of this interior village -- a throwback to medieval times. 

In a way, the colony is a `land of Appas.' There are a whole lot of them — from Narsimhappa, Hanumanthappa to Ramanjaneyappa and Ramalingappa. And unlike in other villages where they go for work, these people spend their time indulging in talkathons often ending in brawls. They are not to be blamed for they have nothing else to do! 

For all the talk of rights and entitlements, inclusiveness and its potential to fight poverty, the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) has virtually failed all the 150 Dalit families in this village having a mixed population of Reddys and Backward Classes like Kuruvas, Boyas and Sakalis. But it is only the Dalits who do not get work. 

Truncated job cards 
Almost a year after the launch of the NREGA, their blank faces and equally blank truncated job cards reveal it all. Their cards have the first and the last page and nothing in between and none of them have their photographs stuck to the cards. It doesn't make any difference either, as barring a household or two which have got eight days' work so far, none of them have got even a day's work out of the guaranteed 100 days in a financial year promised by the act. 

The other `non-negotiables' specified in the act and the Andhra Pradesh Employment Guarantee Scheme too has fallen by the wayside. None of these Dalits got the unemployment allowance mandatory if work is not provided within the stipulated 15 days of demanding it. 

"We have given our applications for work three times during the last few months. The village secretary and field assistant have promised to inform us after the work is sanctioned by the Government, but none has got back to us so far. Everybody else from other castes has got some work or the other," says Narasimhappa. 

Work available 
"There is lot of work in the vicinity of the village but I do not know why they ignore us," wonders Narsappa. "No official comes here to enquire. We only know they have to provide work but not the unemployment allowance and other provisions of the act." Why did not they take it up with higher officials? "There is only one bus to Somandepalli and we cannot bear the fare. We cannot imagine going to Anantapur," says Narayanappa. 

