NREGA owes him a living!
Spurned by life, rejected by death, Krishna is at a dead end
 
Pankaj Jaiswal
Banda, February 3
 
KRISHNA DHOBI, an agricultural-labourer, has survived a suicide attempt. He decided to hang himself after his wife Sushila stole a half-used toilet soap worth Rs  2 from a public hand pump in Paduee village of Badokhar Khurd block in Banda. 
Krishna told Hindustan Times that the incident turned out to be the ultimate test of his patience and he failed.
When he saw Sushila with the soap cake, he asked her how she could waste Rs 2 on a soap cake when the family of six did not have food.
She shot back that she stole it and repented having married someone like him who could not feed his family.
"How could I earn? The farmers on whose lands I worked had barren fields as  rains had been failing repeatedly and there was no irrigation option. I felt ashamed and helpless on my failure to feed my family," he said while narrating his woes and the attempt on his own life. 
Krishna's sister suspected something wrong when despite repeated banging on the door no one opened it.
She managed to jump inside the house and was horrified to see Krishna hanging with life still in him. She started screaming for help but in the meantime, supported his body to prevent strangulation. Eventually, he was saved. 
But even now he has no work, despite the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act in force. He still has no job card.
Right in front of his house, there is a pond that is dry and heavily silted. He and the villagers say that both people and the pond could be revived through NREGA. And if the pond gets revived, it would, in turn revive about 150 bigha of land around the pond.  
Village Pradhan Ram Sharan Verma says the work on the pond will begin soon and that work under NREGA is in progress on another pond in the village. But he has no answer as to why Krishna still has no job under the scheme. 
The villagers allege that casteism is in play in NREGA. The pradhan favours people of a certain caste and ignores others, they accuse. CDO GC Pandey admits that there have been a lot of such complaints and that now they are trying to implement NREGA in its true spirit. 
Before Krishna, eight other farmers/farm labourers attempted suicide in the last four years — all died. Was Krishna lucky to have survived? 
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