NREGA shapes oasis in desert!
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UNLIKE THE drought-hit villages of Bundelkhand, Kanaya is an oasis in Banda. Courtesy, the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA).
Besides ensuring employment for the villagers, NREGA has revived a pond and beautified it into a picnic spot. That apart, a road has been built and work on a second pond is about to start. The Act, since May 2006, has also checked mass exodus of the villagers. 
Amod Rawat, gram pradhan of Kanaya, says, "After selecting Gopi Talab under the NREGA, a project plan was chalked out. Of the sanctioned sum of Rs five lakh, Rs four lakh was spent in completion of the project. Now, Ken canal is feeding clean water into the pond." 
With the balance money, the gram panchayat and the villagers have begun work on constructing a ghat at one end of the pond that looks serene with huge fig trees on its banks and a mountain in the distance. 
One Mewalal who has taken the pond on contract from the village panchayat has released 40,000 fish seeds in the pond. He plans to strike it rich by selling the full-grown fish. Incidentally, three families will profit under the partnership. Mewalal said, "The pond's revival has brought happiness and hope. Cattle from four villages — Kartal, Panchampur, Rampur and Kanaya — come to quench their thirst from this pond." 
Rawat adds that project for the Bada Talab has been sanctioned and next week, a workforce of 50 villagers will begin work. Villagers credit their pradhan for the success of NREGA. They say that Rawat is not only educated but also aware of their problems. 
Gopi Talab's revival has come about without utilising the entire funds sanctioned for it. Similar is the case with 'Sampark marg' and tree plantation drive. In March 2006, 129 villagers had applied for job cards with 51 more following suit sometime later. All the 180 received the cards and majority of them got more than 100 days of work. These villagers have already put in 6,500 mandays of work and been paid. Now, they have a new job — on another pond — and it is in the village. 
Rawat asserts, "We will not let our villagers to migrate. In a cyclic manner, we keep them engaged and create sustainable assets for the village." No wonder, former pradhan Tadiyan who had migrated to another village, sometime back, now adores Kanaya and praises Rawat. 
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