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Participant Profiles

Anis, Farhat: Farhat is Assistant Editor of ‘Incharge Galaxy’, the health and environment section 
of Karachi (Pakistan)-based daily, The News. She has been with The News for the last 14 years, 
and has also been associated with Shirkat Gah, an NGO based in Karachi. She has written on 
issues of food safety, water, genetically modified seeds, and corporatisation of agriculture. She 
has  a  master’s  degree  in  mass  communication.  Farhat  can  be  contacted  at 
farhatanis@hotmail.com   

Bavadam, Lyla:  Lyla is a Special Correspondent in Mumbai with  Frontline, a fortnightly of the 
Hindu group of publications. She covers environment, development, medicines and Maharashtra 
politics. In her 12 years of journalism, she has also worked with Sunday, a weekly newsmagazine 
of the Anand Bazar Patrika group, the  Sunday Observer, and  Blitz. She received the Bellagio 
Forum Fellowship for Environmental Studies on the Reuters Foundation Fellowship Programme 
at Green College, Oxford, and the Panos Reproductive Health Media Fellowship in 1998. She 
has written on issues like Narmada,malnutrition deaths in Amravati,  droughts in Maharashtra, 
industrialisation of Konkan region, etc. Lyla can be reached at lyla@thehindu.co.in  

Budhathoki, Gajendra:  Gajendra is Senior Assistant Editor at  Nepal Samacharpatra National  
Daily  in Kathmandu since 2002. Before this, he worked with various periodicals like  Jansatta 
Weekly, Deshantar Weekly, Lokpatra Daily and Aj Ko Samachar Patra. He has been awarded the 
Developing Asia Journalism Award for 2004. Gajendra is the also the Executive Secretary of 
Society of Economic Journalists-Nepal. He has been involved in various training programmes of 
the Nepal  Press Institute and the Centre for Investigative Journalism.  He can be reached at 
gajen@journalist.com 

Chakraborty, Sanat K: Sanat edits Grassroots Options, a five-times-a-year magazine published 
from  Shillong,  Meghalaya.  The  magazine  focuses  on  environment  and  development  issues 
concerning India's northeast frontier region, as well as the neighbouring countries that share both 
opportunities and challenges with the region. Sanat holds a post-graduate degree in International 
Relations from Jadavpur University (Kolkata) and has been in the profession since 1986. He also 
works for The Pioneer, New Delhi and contributes articles in both regional and national media on 
policies and issues on land, forest and other natural resources of the region and researches on 
ideas that help address them. He has worked on an Asian Institute of Technology (Bangkok)-
supported report  –  the  Impact  of  Logging  Ban  (by  the Indian  Supreme Court)  on the Tribal 
Community in West Khasi Hills. His ongoing studies include the role of traditional tribal institutions 
in  the  management  and  control  of  the  community  resources  in  Meghalaya,  and  the  use  of 
participatory three-D modelling in natural resource management with special reference to Garo 
Hills district, Meghalaya. Sanat can be connected at gosanat@sancharnet.in

Chakraborty, Bhanu Ranjan: A journalist for almost two decades, Bhanu is Intake Editor with 
ATN  Bangla  television  in  Dhaka.  He  has  also  worked  with  Ekushey  Television  Ltd,  The 
Independent and The Morning Sun. He specialises in conflict reporting, having received training 
in it from the United Nations and Nordic Consulting Group, British Broadcasting Corporation, and 
the Asian Mass Communication Research and Information Centre. He holds a master’s degree in 
mass  communication  and  journalism  from  Dhaka  University.  He  can  be  reached  at 
bhanuranjan@yahoo.com

Chandan, Dileep: Dileep edits the Assamese weekly Asam Bani, published from Guwahati. He 
has been with other Assamese publications like Sadin and Dainik Asam. Dileep did his masters in 
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English  from Guwahati  University  and since 1985,  has been writing on issues related to the 
North-East. He has also authored nine books on the various facets of the region. He has been the 
recipient of various fellowships like the K K Birla Foundation Fellowship for Journalism in 1997. 
He was also a part of the 10-member group of journalists that visited Johannesburg, South Africa 
in August 2002, to cover the World Summit on Sustainable Development. He regularly contributes 
to CSE’s environment and science fortnightly  Down To Earth and  The Statesman, Kolkata. He 
can be reached at dileepchandan@rediffmail.com

Cooray, Dr Prasanna: Dr Cooray is the health editor of the The Island newspaper in Colombo. 
He compiles ‘Health and Society’, a weekly health supplement for the newspaper. He can be 
contacted at pracoo@itmin.com 

Dash,  Jatindra: Jatindra  has  been  working  as  Principal  Correspondent  in  Bhubaneshwar, 
Orissa, for the Indo-Asian News Service (IANS) since 1999. He is also a consulting editor for one 
of Orissa’s leading news agencies, the Purvanchal Media News Service. He writes regularly on a 
wide variety of issues ranging from development, wildlife and tourism to politics and health. In 
2004,  Jatindra  participated  in  a  media  workshop  on  water  policy,  organised  by  the  Asian 
Development Bank in New Delhi. Jatindra can be contacted at jatindash@hotmail.com. 

Deulgaonkar, Atul Chandrakant: Atul is a Latur-based freelancer contributing to various Marathi 
newspapers and periodicals such as  Loksatta,  Sakal  and Lokmat  on issues of water depletion 
and scarcity, food security, agriculture and environmental disasters. He is also a member of the 
Forum of Environmental Journalists in India (FEJI). He has been awarded the Statesman’s rural 
reporting award. He is also a fellow of CSE’s fellowship on ‘Making Water Everybody’s Business’ 
and  wrote  on  watershed  management  in  Madhya  Pradesh.  He  can  be  contacted  at 
atulcd@yahoo.com 

Devraj, Ranjit: Ranjit is the bureau chief of the Inter Press Service (IPS) in New Delhi, covering 
development  issues  of  national  and  international  importance.  He  can  be  contacted  at 
ranjit@ips.org

Ganapath,  Saroj:  Saroj  is  Senior  Reporter  of  the Vikatan  group of  papers  (headquarters  in 
Chennai) in Delhi. He can be contacted at email@ganpathcollection.com 

Hardikar, Uday Madhav: Uday has been working as sub-editor cum reporter with the Marathi 
daily Sakal since 1992 in Pune, before which he was with the daily  Kesari. He has been in the 
profession since 1986, after having completed his Bachelor’s degree in journalism from Pune 
University. He has been writing articles on wildlife and environment. Uday was also a participant 
at  the  CSE  Air  Pollution  Workshop  held  in  New  Delhi  in  2003.  He  can  be  contacted  at 
uhardikar@hotmail.com

Jamwal,  Prabodh:  Prabodh edits  Kashmir  Times,  an English daily,  and its Hindi  version the 
Dainik Kashmir Times, both published from Jammu in Jammu and Kashmir. He has 21 years of 
experience in journalism, and is a member of the organising committee of the South Asian Free 
Media Association. Kashmir Times has been a keen supporter of non-governmental organisations 
working to create awareness on all issues. He can be reached at kashmirtimes@rediffmail.com

Karim, Rezaul: Rezaul has been with the Daily Star in Dhaka since 1998 as a Senior Reporter 
on the political desk, covering politics and parliament. He has also been writing on issues of local 
governance, NGO affairs, environment and sustainable development. Previously, he was with the 
United  News  Of  Bangladesh,  a  private  news  agency.  He  was  also  posted  with  the  Prime 
Minister’s  Office  for  four  years.  He has been a participant  at  CSE’s South Asian Journalists 
Workshop on “Environmental Governance” in 2002. He can be reached at rklotus@hotmail.com

Kumar,  Payal: Payal  is  Associate  Editor  of  Sampradaan  magazine,  an  Indian  Centre  for 
Philanthropy (New Delhi) publication dealing with issues of social development. She is also a 



media consultant  for  the United Nations  Population Fund.  She was previously  working  as a 
features writer for Hindustan Times, Patna edition for a decade. She has been writing for other 
publications as well, including The Times of India, Femina, Telegraph and the Guardian. She can 
be reached at payalk1@rediffmail.com 

Kumar, Rahul: Rahul is Editor of the One World Asia portal since 2003. He joined One World in 
2002, after a four-year stint with The Times of India as Senior Reporter. He has also worked with 
The Pioneer and The Financial Express. Besides selecting the news for the portal, he is involved 
in the training programmes conducted by the organisation. He has been writing consistently on 
environmental issues concerning the city. Rahul received the Chevening Scholarship for Indian 
Print  Journalists  from November  2001  to  February  2002. He  has  also  contributed  to  online 
Telegraph, London. He can be contacted at rahul.kumar@oneworld.net

Madhav, Vinay: Vinay is a Senior Reporter with the New Indian Express, Bangalore, since 1997. 
He has covered various important beats like crime, high court, wildlife and forest issues. For the 
last one and a half years, he has been also covering politics, including the secretariat, legislature 
and political parties. Vinay recently extensively wrote against the Kudremukh Iron Ore company, 
which  was  carrying  on  mining  activities  in  the  Western  Ghats.  Vinay  was  awarded  a  CSE 
fellowship  on  ‘Discovering  the  deserts’  in  2002-03.  He  can  be  reached  at 
vinaymadav@yahoo.com   

Menon, Manoj: Manoj is a Senior Correspondent with the New Delhi bureau of Mathrubhumi, a 
leading Malayalam daily. He has been covering social, political and environmental issues for the 
last decade. He can be reached at bmanojmenon@yahoo.com 

Menon, Priya: Priya is a Senior Features Writer with The Indian Express, Chennai since 2000, 
before which she did an internship in environmental journalism from the Centre for Environment 
Education,  Hyderabad.  She has also participated  in  a  Reuters  programme on  environmental 
news writing in London. She can be reached at menonpriya_74@rediffmail.com

Naqvi, Nakhat Ara: Nakhat is the Assistant Editor of the New Delhi-based magazine, Agriculture 
Today. She has done her doctorate in agriculture from Aligarh Muslim University. She can be 
contacted at nakhat1@rediffmail.com

Nayak, Raju: As Senior Correspondent for  Loksatta,  a Marathi  daily,  in Goa, Raju has been 
covering the state since 1997. He also reports for  The Indian Express. Before joining Loksatta, 
Raju served as Editor for a Konkani daily published from Goa, Sunaparant. During his tenure, the 
newspaper was at the forefront of covering leading local events such as the agitation against the 
nylon 6.6 project in Goa. Raju can be contacted at nayakraju@hotmail.com.

Niazi, Shuriah: A journalist for the last eight years, Shuriah is a reporter with Sahara TV and is 
based in Bhopal. Shuriah has been covering political, social issues and tribal issues, and has 
worked with  Eenadu TV,  Central Chronicle and  National Mail. Shuriah has also contributed to 
CNBC and can be reached at shuriahn@yahoo.com 

Parsai, Gargi: Gargi is Senior Assistant Editor with The Hindu, New Delhi. She has been writing 
on development issues for almost two decades with the focus on women, food, agriculture, water 
and population. 
 
Pathak, Geetartha: Geetartha is an Assistant Editor with Asam Bani, the Assamese daily of the 
Assam Tribune group. He works from Guwahati in Assam. He also writes regularly for  Dainik 
Asam  and  several  other  dailies  published  in  the  state.  He  has  published  several  books  in 
Assamese. Geetartha was a member of the Press Council of India from 2001 to 2004. He has 
been  awarded  a  media  fellowship  by  CSE  in  2003-4.  Geetartha  can  be  contacted  at 
geetarthapathak@hotmail.com.  



Rai, Sanjay: Sanjay is a diplomatic and political correspondent-cum-analyst based in New Delhi 
with the Hindi daily Veer Arjun since 1998. He holds a master’s degree in Botany and a B Ed from 
Mumbai, Maharashtra. He can be reached at virarjun@vsnl.com

Rao, Raka Sudhakar:  A journalist for the last nine years, Raka has written for  Vaartha,  Hindi 
Milap and Deccan Chronicle in Telugu, Hindi and English respectively on various issues including 
development, environment and pollution control. He was the consultant editor for Jagriti, a Telugu 
weekly, for its 250-page special issue on environment and pollution published in 2001. He also 
brought  out  a  monthly  development  oriented  bulletin  Panchayat  Unnati covering  grassroots 
stories on community initiatives and innovations. Raka, who is a Senior Correspondent with the 
New Indian Express in Rajahmundry, has been working amongst communities in the North East 
and written five books on the region. He can be mailed at rakasudhakar@rediff.com

Rehman, Khalid: Khalid has been working as a mass communications professional for the last 
26 years. He is in charge of the science and technology pages of the Dawn, a daily published 
from Karachi, Pakistan. He was previously a Senior Sub Editor for Dawn. He holds a degree in 
journalism from the Almeda University,  Atlanta,  USA.  He also has experience in  the field  of 
advertising having headed creative departments of advertising agencies. He can be reached at 
science@dawn.com
  
Sah, Rajiv Lochan:  A journalist for the last 32 years,  Rajiv edits the Hindi fortnightly,  Nainital 
Samachar,  published  from Nainital  in  Uttaranchal.  He  occasionally  writes  columns  for  Hindi 
dailies like Amar Ujala, Jagran, and Navbharat Times. He is also a correspondent for the Press 
Trust of India. He can be reached at ntl_samachar@rediffmail.com

Samath, Feizal:  Feizal is Business Editor of the Sunday Times and Colombo correspondent of 
IPS (Inter Press Service). His journalism career spans 25 years, in which he has worked for Sri 
Lankan  newspapers  (Sun,  Weekend,  Daily  Mirror  and  The  Island),  Reuters  (Colombo  and
India) and Bloomberg, covering issues from sports, culture, entertainment, courts, political and 
business to development and social issues. Feizal can be reached at fsamath@lanka.ccom.lk 

Shajan,  Bindu:  Bindu is  a  Staff  Reporter  with  The Hindu in  its  Delhi  office.  She has  been 
covering  issues of  environment,  wildlife,  health  and culture  since  2002.  Previously,  she  was 
covering environment and health for The Asian Age and the Delhi Mid-Day. She can be contacted 
at bindu@thehindu.co.in

Sharma, Ashok: Ashok is a Senior Correspondent with The Financial Express, the financial daily 
of the Indian Express group. He can be reached at ashok_b_sharma@hotmail.com

Sharma, Rachna: Rachna is a Reporter in the Hindi daily,  Dainik Jagran  since 2003 in Delhi. 
She has also freelanced for Hindustan. She holds a diploma in journalism from Delhi University. 
Rachna can be reached at rachna_sarangi@yahoo.co.in

Shridhar, Lalitha: Lalitha is a freelance development journalist based in Delhi and reporting on 
issues related to gender and development, globalisation, human rights, sustainable development, 
health and science. She contributes to various news agencies and websites including Inter Press 
Service, Women’s Feature Service, One World Asia, India Together, The Hoot, etc. She has, in 
the past, contributed to national dailies like The Times of India and Business Standard. She has 
won an award in the Social Development Category of the Developing Asia Journalism Awards, 
2004. Lalitha can be reached at sridhars@md4.vsnl.net.in

Singh, Ashutosh: Ashutosh is the district correspondent at Sonbhadra of the Hindi daily, Jagruk 
Express,  published  from  Varanasi,  Uttar  Pradesh.  He  holds  a  graduate  degree  from  the 
University of Allahabad. He can be reached at ashutoshsingh@hotmail.com



Singh,  Rana Pratap:  Rana Pratap  has  been  a  reporter  with  Prabhat  Khabar,  a  Hindi  daily 
published from Ranchi in Jharkhand. In the past five years, he has covered development-related 
issues ranging from forests, water resources to administration and education. He is reachable at 
ranapratap007@rediffmail.com

Sinha,  Ashish:  Ashish  is  Senior  Correspondent  with  the  web  edition  of  Brand  Equity,  The 
Economic Times (of the Times of India  group)  in New Delhi. He has been covering advertising 
and media for  the last  four  years.  He has also worked with  exchange4media.com and  A&M 
magazine.  He has also been involved with television having worked with DD News and Zee 
News. Ashish holds a Post Graduate Diploma in Mass Communication. He can be reached at 
ashish.sinha@timesgroup.com

Sivadas,  Deeju: Deeju  has  been  working  with  Varthamanam,  a  Malayalam  daily  in 
Thiruvananthapuram, since 2003, covering state politics, environment and development issues, 
and sports.  He also covered the issue of  pesticides in soft  drinks.  Deeju holds a diploma in 
journalism  from  the  Manorama  School  of  Communication,  Kerala.  He  can  be  reached  at 
deeju@rediffmail.com

Surjan, Palash: Palash is the Joint Managing Director of the Deshbandhu group of publications; 
he has been looking after the Bhopal edition of the paper since 1992. He has been associated 
with the marketing,  management and editorial departments of the Hindi daily for the last two 
decades. He can be reached at palashsurjan@sify.com 

Talib, Arjimand Hussain: Arjimand is Development Editor for Daily Greater Kashmir, an English 
newspaper published from Srinagar in Jammu and Kashmir. He is also the executive editor of 
Globe Kashmir, an infotech magazine published from Kashmir. He was awarded the CSE media 
fellowship  on  ‘Making  Water  Everybody’s  Business’  in  2002-2003.  He  can  be  reached  at 
ahtalib@rediffmail.com  


