Dainik Bhaskar, 6th march

Promises to prevent migration remained unfulfilled.

This was expected at the starting of national rural employment guarantee act (NREGA) that migration from Bihar will be stop after its implementation. But these expectations proved mere wishful thinking. Every village of Mujaffarpur district and almost every village of Bihar has been witness to unending migration. Till this day the general compartments of the trains going to Delhi, Punjab, Mumbai from Mujaffarpur is packed full with the outgoing labourers. The story of the trains going to Kolkata and Asam is also same. During the study of the migration scenario after the implementation of this act many interesting fact were revealed. First time in 2001 when the Panchayat election was finished, a booklet was given to every winning candidate. The very first page of that book there was a n instruction that they will ensure counting of migrant labourers from their village. Its purpose was to find out the actual no of labourers working outside the state and to provide them an identity card to prevent their exploitation. Another aim was to make out a plan to prevent migration after getting the actual data. After 2001 Panchayat election in 2006 also passed but in none of the villages counting was carried out to find the actual no of migrant labourers. There is a law in Bihar named as Interstate Migrant Labourer Act. This was enacted in 1891 but has never been applied since then. Yet according to the official figure no worker has migrated in search of job from Bihar.

According to NREGA a person has right to get unemployment allowance if he is not provided work within the 15 days of issuing of job card. But not a single person has been given the allowance in the whole Mujaffarpur district. Does this mean that district administration has provided work to everyone who has been issued the job card? The reality is different. After going through the available documents of district administration during research of CSE media fellowship, it came to light that very few people were provided any job and even they also haven’t been paid completely. So far it indicates many of job card holders are still debarred from work. It is clear that district administration has hidden the provision of unemployment allowance from the people. People don’t have the information that they can get unemployment allowance and those few people who know about it don’t have courage to ask. They desist from enquiring about the allowance in fear of loosing their job further in future.

A question arose before implementation of this scheme that how the priority of the work will be decided? It was decided that Panchayat committees and district level committee would work together to fix the priority. Renovation of dried rivers, ponds, to recharge groundwater, soil-filling of the road, repairing of the bridges of the roads interconnecting villages etc kind of works were included. But difficulties surfaced again when Panchayat committees couldn’t decide the work. Another trouble was that every Panchayat didn’t have work. In that situation where will the people of that Panchayat go for work? At few places it was found that people from outside got work in a Panchayat while its own people couldn’t find job. 

The overall picture which emerges is that the representatives of the Panchayati Raj are largely unaware about this scheme. Neither have they been imparted adequate training about implementation of NREGA. As a result, the block-level officials work at their own discretion. In this district, the Panchayati Raj is called BDO-Raj. The dream of Panchayati Raj could not confront a bigger irony than this.
