Hamro Aawaj Hamro Ban (Our Voice, Our forest)

Namaskar, welcome to this new episode 'Hamro Aawaj Hamro Ban'. This is Samjhana Poudel from the studio of Nepal FM 91.8 at Ravi Bhawan, Kathmandu. This program has been prepared with the support of CSE's Media Resource Centre. You can listen to this program every Sunday from 6:30 pm to 7:00 pm at 10 different radio stations located in different parts of the country. You can also listen to us online at www.nepalfmnetwork.com

The program is about motivating people for the preservation of the forests and natural resources. It also seeks the ways for its sustainable development. In today's program we will highlight the co–existence and relation between forests and climate. 

Further more we will include some examples from Nepal, and moreover we will also talk on the efforts of the government, concerned authorities and other stakeholders in this regard. 

In the last episode we presented a radio report and an interview with Minister for Environment, Science and Technology, Ganesh Sah, on the impacts of encroachment over the climate change. In today’s program, we have three guests in our program to discuss on the various impacts of climate change.

Nepal government has released a data, which shows that encroachment in forest is going on nation wide. Different data also show that Banke and Bardiya have been placed at the top of the list for forest encroached districts. In today's program, we will highlight the impacts of deforestation over the wild life. Coordinator of World Wildlife Fund (WWF), Santosh Nepal is with us to share his knowledge.

Santosh Nepal: Climate change has a worldwide effect. Every aspect of nature has been affected by climate change whether it is plants or animals. While focusing on wildlife, rapid change in climate has led to shortage of food and it has also affected the habitats of birds and animals, which is proportionally related to breeding capacity. So change in climate has hurled the wildlife into a problematic phase.

Samjhana: It is said that the forests in the districts of Banke and Bardiya are vulnerable. And encroachment in the wildlife reserves is escalating. In this situation what necessary measures should to be taken to conserve wildlife?

Santosh Nepal: The unusual changes in plants and animals have been seen because of climate change. As far as the encroachments in the forests and wildlife reserves of Banke and Bardiya go, animals and birds have gradually moved from these places. Though, the research has not been conducted yet regarding the change in the habitat of the animals, our experiences show that encroachment is the main factor. The activities of people in the forests frighten the animals and birds so they change their habitat in search of secure and lone environment. With reference to encroachments in the Terai region, we can say that many wild species are on the verge of extinction. 

Samjhana: Do you mean that preservation of forests has direct relation to the wildlife?

Santosh Nepal: Forests, wildlife and the ecosystems are related to each other. When there are more forests, animals and birds have more food and congenial habitat, which is the basis of their reproductive nature. We can compare them with human life style. As we cannot live without shelter, food and other requirements, forest is their basic requirement.

Samjhana: How do you convince people that preservation of the forests helps in the preservation of wildlife and climate? 

Santosh Nepal: Most people blame the government for not taking preventive measures for encroachment. But that is not the only concern of government. It is equally important for all the people in the world. Climate change is not only limited to a single society or community. It puts a great question mark on our existence. So we should take the lead. It is not only the problem for today, if we do not show our sincerity, human race in this world would be extinct. 

If encroachment goes on as present, our Terai region will surely convert to a desert within 15 to 20 years. People should understand that 20 percent of the impact of global warming can be reduced if we preserve our forests. It is not the concern of a single person but of the entire human race. Government, nongovernmental organizations and media should make people aware and encourage them towards the preservation and promotion of the forests.

You just listened an interview with Santosh Nepal regarding the correlation between wildlife and forests. Coordinator for WWF also stressed over the preservation of forests to protect the world. The rampant deforestation has not only endangered wildlife in Nepal, but throughout the world. A conference held last year at Bali, Indonesia also decided on collective commitment to get rid of this challenge. According to a data, Nepal produces 0.025 percentage of carbon dioxide in the world. On the ongoing deforestation in Nepal, we talked to Kiran Gurung, Minister for Forest and Soil Conservation.

Samjhana: What kind of effects have you noticed from the encroachment in the forests?

Kiran Gurung: Definitely, encroachment in the forest has wide impacts. It has affected the wildlife, ecosystem and many more. Natural diversity is also in crisis. In comparison to the past decade, we have lost many valuable herbs and animals. This is all because of the rampant encroachment in the forests. As we are also struggling against climate change, we need to do more to minimize this problem.

Samjhana: As you are also the Minister for the Forest and Soil Conservation, what is the government of Nepal doing to prevent the encroachment?

Kiran Gurung: At the government level we have made committees in the districts to monitor the encroachment in the forest. And we are going to extend it to the regional and central level. And more than that we are serious towards the impacts of global warming. Most of the snow lakes in the Himalayan region may burst in the near future. Government has also introduced some resettlement plan for the people living in the Himalayan region. Our biodiversity is also in a problem. We are also in regular dialogue with the western countries for the resettlement of the vulnerable people. We are also going to host a conference at international level on climate change. Further, we are also going to establish a research centre and bio-diversity museum centre in Nepal.

Samjhana: Snow lakes in the Himalayan region are dangerous for the inhabitants of this region. What should we do for a permanent solution?

Kiran Gurung: It is very hard to find a permanent solution, but we can apply some safety measures. People in such vulnerable areas should move to secure places and government is ready to assist them. We are also in the process of making the constitution, so we should raise our voice to write the provisions in the constitution for the preservation of the forests. People should pressurize the CA members to guarantee the habitats and other basic requirements for such people living in such vulnerable places.

Samjhana: Is there any plan by the government to spread awareness among people about the impacts of global warming? 

Kiran Gurung: We are launching an awareness campaign and have also a plan for the resettlement of the people who encroaching forests. We also have a package of job for these people. We hope this will be effective towards preserving the forests.  

You just listened to an interview with Kiran Gurung, Minister for Forest and Soil Conservation. According to a study in 1999, forests in Nepal covered 39.6 percentage of land. But currently, it is said that Nepal has only 25.4 percentage of forest area. The data also shows that we are loosing 1.3 percentage of forest annually. Since the last few years, people have become aware of deforestation of forests. But the downfall of political will power among the political parties and the people have only supported the timber wood smugglers and land mafias in the deforestation.  

Climate change has also alarmed the people living in the Himalayan region of Nepal. A study conducted last year shows that 30 percentage of snow has decreased in the Himalayan region as compared to 5 years back. The temperature is also rising with the rate of 0.06 degree per year. Experts opine that the rate of snow melting in the Himalayan region is alarming for Nepal.

Though Nepal produces very less quantity of carbon dioxide, the challenge of climate change is high in Nepal. So, climate change has always been a serious issue for experts. Concerning the probable catastrophe of climate change and its precautionary measures, we talked to Ngamindra Dahal, expert on climate change.

Samjhana: Climate change has been an issue of serious concern for people around the world. Do you think the efforts and investments are enough to reduce the effects of climate change?

Ngamindra Dahal: First of all we should understand that climate change is an unavoidable natural process. But the matter is that this change is unusual and rapid these days. The standard temperature of the earth is 14 degrees but it has increased to 15 degrees. We should have maintained it at 14 but we have failed to do so. The carbon dioxide that we produce causes the increase in temperature. The scientists have also warned us that this temperature will increase further. They opined that this unusual rise in temperature may hamper the ecological aspect of the world. During the past months we did not see a drop of rain. This is also the result of climate change. Broadly speaking, it hampers our agriculture, water cycle, forests, wildlife etc. Many wild animals are also likely to become extinct. Scientists say that to protect the world 80 percent of the green house gases should be reduced. All this shows that we are moving towards a vulnerable world. 

Samjhana: What do you think is the most effective way to reduce the impact of global warming?

Ngamindra Dahal: Definitely, plantation of trees and preservation of the forests is the only the way to minimize the effects. As plants can absorb the harmful gases like carbon dioxide, they can decrease the quantity of carbon dioxide prevalent in the atmosphere. Minimizing the production of carbon dioxide can also be the measure. But, I think, it is impossible, as the developed countries do not consent in this regard because their economic development is based on industrial production.

Samjhana: As you are also an expert on climate change, what do you suggest the government of Nepal should do to minimize the effect of climate change? How can the government meet this goal?

Ngamindra Dahal: Government has been found reluctant towards the preservation of forests. If it was, it would have handed over all the forests to communities. Now, the people should pressurize the government. If the Nepal government is serious towards this problem, it should launch an awareness campaign all over the country. It also should take strict action on the people who encroach forests. A strong forest act should be formulated. 

Samjhana: At one hand government is not playing its fair role and at the other people are ignorant towards the climate change. In this situation, can we say that we are going to face a great catastrophe in near future?

Ngamindra Dahal: It is clear that our future is not secure. We are going to meet our end soon. Not only at the local level, people through out the globe are almost sure that climate change is going to destroy the human race. Due to the rapid change, our sources of water have dried up and we are facing scarcity of food. People are suffering from different diseases. 

The situation of forests in Nepal is deteriorating day by day. Specially in the Western districts like Banke, Bardiya, Kailali, Kanchanpur etc, rampant deforestation is going on, which is leading the world to uncertainty and an environmental crisis. Experts believe that if such activities are not halted soon, the world is sure to suffer in near future. People in the world are at the critical juncture that if we do not think seriously about the ongoing attack over the natural resources we are sure to face a hard time in near future. Preserving the forest has become a challenge, opportunity as well as necessity for us. 

You have been listening to the program Hamro Ban. We have been raising our voice for the preservation of the natural resources. You can also join your hands in this campaign. Your small support can produce better results in the preservation of forest and other natural resources.

We are at the end of the program. Did you like the program? Please don't forget to write us. Our address is:

Hamro Aawaj Hamro Ban.  

(Our voice Our Forest)

Nepal FM Network 91.8

POB 19477

Ravi Bhawan Kathmandu

Our email address–forestnature@gmail.com

Before wrapping up the program, we offer our gratitude to Tanka Neupane for his technical assistance. Promising to be back again next Saturday on your radio sets, me Samjhana would like to sign-off from the program. Good night! 

