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YES, THE National Rural Employment Guarantee Act has potential to drought-proof Banda to a considerable extent.
District Magistrate Senthil Pandian disclosed this to Hindustan Times answering a question on the potentials of NREGA. This IAS officer has devised a mechanism to check corruption under NREGA. He has started getting NREGA projects shot and videographed in different stages of progress. 
"It can create sustainable assets by giving jobs to villagers under the scheme. It can check exodus of those people who are forced to go out due to drought conditions. However, those who are seasonal labourers will, of course, continue to go out for work," said Pandian. 
"We have resolved to implement NREGA in its true spirit now. We have fixed a target of having at least two ponds under NREGA in each village by the end of February", he said. 
The target is to have 874 ponds by the end of February and spend Rs 58 lakh each day till the end of February under the first phase of NREGA and ensure one lakh mandays of work to villagers. 
There was no dearth of complaints about mismanagement and corruption in the NREGA, said Pandian for whom Banda is the first posting as district magistrate. 

He took over just two months ago.
"We have made a total of eighteen teams to do rapid spot surveys—the teams include administrative and technical people," said Pandian who is acquiring the image of a sensitive officer among the people in the district. 
"Apart from NREGA, we have the Bhumi Sena project and Drought Prone Area Development Programmes running here. Under these, we are making check dams and soil conservation efforts. It is not as if nothing is being done," he said, taking out an album that contained photographs of construction of some check-dams and soil conservation activities. "Now, we are vigorously distributing job cards. Though a lot of time has gone by, we will complete the first phase of NREGA by March. We have already sent the second phase proposal to the government". 
Chief Development Officer (CDO) GC Pandey too admitted that NREGA had not been implemented well till now , saying, "We have now made provision for eight computers and eight digital cameras for each of the eight blocks of the district. 
We will do three-stage photography of a project under NREGA,which means shooting a site before the work begins, when progress is half way through and then once the project is complete." 
Pandian rationalises too: "See, it was the first year of the NREGA. Expecting the scheme to have succeeded right at the beginning would be too much. We have studied complaints, lacunae and mismanagements to make the second year better." 
The new DM's attitude is inducing some seriousness among the officers about getting NREGA schemes on track, as he makes spot inspection of the projects.
Every week he visits a couple of sites and verifies everything from measurements to quality. For instance, in the case of Contour Dam in Achroda, he found the measurements correct, but in his inspection note made elaborate description of unsatisfactory quality of work. His attitude is making the officers sit up and make proper work plans and progress reports. 
However, it remains to be seen if all this bracing up remains a hollow claim or will actually change the ground realities for the better.
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