Work and cheer in New Year 
K. Venkateshwarlu 


HULIKALLU (Anantapur dt): January seems to have ushered in a new dawn for the environment-conscious, toiling but work-starved people of this village. They had this long tradition of fining those who cut trees on hill slopes and the forest. 

For a change, local officials too acted differently infusing the much-needed fresh thinking into planning and implementation of the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) that somehow was lacking during last year. If the NREGA was working well in parts of the district, this was among the brightest. For one could see unleashing of the potential of the Act at the grassroot level. Braving the unusually hot sun, over 200 men and women worked in tandem. Using sticks, crowbars and spades, they got the work of uprooting the wild growth and desilting the tank, Peddavanka Cheruvu, having an ayacut of 300 acres. 

Pleasant surprise 
A pleasant surprise indeed for this kind of work was different from what was taken up all these months all over this district beginning last February, when the NREGA came into operation. It resonated the spirit of the NREGA. It not only guaranteed more than statutory wages for the poor but checked migration, ensured ecological regeneration and revival of a tank -- a lasting and beneficial asset. And more importantly, the work cut across caste lines. 

"For decades it was in a neglected state. We just did not have the resources to take up such restoration work. Everyone of us got work now," said a cheerful Govind, expecting to earn over Rs. 700 in a week. This apart, they got earthen bunding work for 12 days in April, four in June and seven in October, though they complained that the payments were delayed. 

Migrating for work 
"The moment officials told us that tank work would start soon, we were happy as we need not to go to Bangalore for work. Though we get more there, we cannot save anything. There cannot be a better option than working in your own village and revive a tank that helps the entire population," said Thimmappa, sarpanch of the village. Earlier, half of the village's population, used to migrate to Bangalore for work. 

